Grahamstown Aerodrome, Infrastructure Concerns and its effect on
Makhanda (28 October 2025)

Dear Stakeholders,

We write to you on behalf of the Grahamstown Flying Club (GFC) to raise an important
concern regarding infrastructure developments that pose a serious threat to the continued
safe operation of the Grahamstown Aerodrome (FAGT) and, by extension, to the broader
accessibility and growth of Makhanda. The project will also change the visual landscape
surrounding Makhanda significantly.

The first is the proposed windfarm development to the north-west of the aerodrome, with
turbines reaching heights of up to 187 meters. The second is the Grahamstown 400/132kV
Substation Integration Project, which includes electricity infrastructure traversing or
encroaching upon the RW34 and RW30 thresholds. Together, these developments risk
sterilising the aerodrome’s approach environment and undermining its long-term viability.

Consider emergency medical evacuations; flight services supporting tourism, movement of,
lecturers, farmers, government officials, lawyers and judges, pupils and parents; flight
schools doing operations at the airstrip or cross countries, and commuters. All of these will
be affected.

Information on these developments is contained in the annexure to this letter.
Why This Matters

Safety Risk: Analysis shows that several turbines lie within the critical £15° visual
approach sector, with vertical clearances under 300 ft. Furthermore, the intended
placement and apparent size of the electricity turbines are very close to the threshold of the
runways. This compromises current operations as we all the continued growth of airfield to
include commercial operations.

Loss of Strategic Access: As outlined above, the aerodrome is Makhanda’s only registered
airfield. Its ability to support tourism, education, medical evacuations, disaster relief, and
scheduled or charter operations is at risk.

Economic Impact: These developments jeopardise future growth and investment in the
region, contradicting national and provincial policies that prioritise strategic transport
infrastructure.

Visual Impact: The visual impact (187m turbines and industrial style electricity lines),
whilst not central to our concerns, will affect tourism in the area.



The Grahamstown Flying Club

Established in the late 1930s, the Grahamstown Flying Club is a community flying club
serving the Makana Municipality and general aviation in the Eastern Cape. We operate
under a lease from the Municipality and are dependent on member fees, hangar levies,
landing fees and contributions to maintain the airfield and the facility. Further information
can be obtained here: www.fagt.info.

Our Position

We are not opposed to development. We support progress that is balanced, sustainable, and
compliant with aviation safety standards. However, the current trajectory of these projects
threatens to permanently degrade the aerodrome’s operational envelope which affects all
stakeholders. Regarding the Windfarm project we have objected repeatedly since 2023, yet
somehow the project is going ahead.

How You Can Help
You can:

1. Submit your own objection to the relevant authorities during the public comment
period for the Grahamstown 400/132KkV Substation Integration Project which ends
on 29 October 2025; or

2. Contribute to support our independent review of the ATNS approval for the Windfarm
project; or

3. Join the Grahamstown Flying Club thereby supporting the Club as well as having access
to the clubhouse facility for events. You do not have to be involved in aviation.

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions.

Kind regards,

Grahamstown Flying Club Committee
071 606 5544


http://www.fagt.info/

Annexure
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Dear Stakeholders,

RE: Grahamstown 400/132KkV Substation Integration Project - Availability of Draft
Screening Report for Review and Comment

Thank you very much for your participation to date.

The Draft Screening Report for the above-mentioned project is now available for Public and
Commentary Authority review and comment. The Report can be reviewed or downloaded
from the ]G Afrika (Pty) Ltd website (www.jgafrika.com). Alink is provided below:

https://www.jgafrika.com/public-participation /grahamstown-makhanda-400-132-kv-

substation-integration-project-eastern-cape/

Attached are also some information previously shared.

During the Public Open Day Sessions / Meetings held, suggestions were made by various
parties to realign proposed Corridor A2, as well as Corridor E. Since the meetings, we were
also informed of various other developments in the area which further restricts Corridor
A2. Additional recommendations for the deviation of Corridor E were also made, and a
potential new location for Substation Alternative Site 6 is being investigated.

The Draft Screening Report contains the proposed Alternative Substation Sites and
Alternative Powerline Corridors as was discussed and presented at the Public Open Day
Sessions. While the Screening Report, and associated Specialist Reports are out for Public
Review, the project team will investigate the alternatives suggested and Screening
Processes for those will be undertaken. Details of the deviations and alternatives proposed
will be made available to all Stakeholders once available, for comment, and will also be
included into the Environmental Screening Report, which will be made available to the
Public for comment.

The initial Draft Screening Report review period will end on 29 October 2025.


https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jgafrika.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdarren.olivier%40adams.africa%7Cb791bf8e93d24196e10f08ddfde5981f%7C8df9fece58d34e219a8db674ac24caa6%7C0%7C0%7C638945885368876373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZZohcpFzf3GwVa5Vir5a74uy47d3jNtSVW%2BnJrxyT0E%3D&reserved=0
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jgafrika.com%2Fpublic-participation%2Fgrahamstown-makhanda-400-132-kv-substation-integration-project-eastern-cape%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdarren.olivier%40adams.africa%7Cb791bf8e93d24196e10f08ddfde5981f%7C8df9fece58d34e219a8db674ac24caa6%7C0%7C0%7C638945885368897145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lBPcNldksIX6tFmK8LbtIncBWELNPeygVq3qJIoXQvk%3D&reserved=0
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jgafrika.com%2Fpublic-participation%2Fgrahamstown-makhanda-400-132-kv-substation-integration-project-eastern-cape%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdarren.olivier%40adams.africa%7Cb791bf8e93d24196e10f08ddfde5981f%7C8df9fece58d34e219a8db674ac24caa6%7C0%7C0%7C638945885368897145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lBPcNldksIX6tFmK8LbtIncBWELNPeygVq3qJIoXQvk%3D&reserved=0

Please contact me should you require any additional information, or should you have any
queries. Please also submit all comments, issues, concerns or suggestions to me.

Kind Regards,

Sonja van der Merwe
Pr Sci Nat

Senior Environmental Scientist

JG AFRIKA t+27 11 231 2200 | c +27 82 708 5014
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https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jgafrika.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdarren.olivier%40adams.africa%7Cb791bf8e93d24196e10f08ddfde5981f%7C8df9fece58d34e219a8db674ac24caa6%7C0%7C0%7C638945885368907165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yDD%2BPzzFwGBrEzARap2hSISnMuD8syUy1z04CUvIi2I%3D&reserved=0
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fjg-afrika-pty-ltd%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdarren.olivier%40adams.africa%7Cb791bf8e93d24196e10f08ddfde5981f%7C8df9fece58d34e219a8db674ac24caa6%7C0%7C0%7C638945885368916837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qwkKMZ6nwlPujqMHbdDwJPgm%2BbYa5Q8OS09%2FsOXUH5s%3D&reserved=0

PUBLIC NOTICE:
ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING ASSESSMENT PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS AND AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCREENING REPORT

FOR THE GRAHAMSTOWN 400132 KV SUBSTATION INTEGRATION PROJECT, MAKHANDA, EASTERN CAPE
IG Afrika [Pty) Ltd Project Reference Number: 6263
FROFPONENT AND PROJECT OVERVIEW: The Mational Transmission Company South Africa {N‘I‘EA] 5 in the process of uhn1'l15 the establshment of & new 4000132 kv
substation and assocated bup-fn and loop-out power liress watihin :r\cmirrlil.'!I ko the town of Makiends, Eastern Cape. The WTCSA uupnirt:u hyzreda Pwu'TammlcEis a5 the
Cwner's Ens'lmer for this proposed Grahamstown 400132 KV Subststion Imnﬁmh'm Prnjm:t hyamda upnu'l'rbad 15 Afrika [Pty] Ltd to undertake the Ervironmerbal S:r::n'mﬁ
AsseEszment Process.

FROMECT NEED: An mssessment wes conducted to evaluate the integration of renewabie energy genemtion faclities within the Grhamstown supply ares. The esisting
distrioution netaork is unadle to connect curment and future proposed renewable energy facilities due to capacity limitations st bokh the transmission snd distribution levels.
Hence, there i 8 nesd bo estabish the Grahsmstown 200132 kY Subststion. The proposad pruje:t will corsist of the 'I'ullum'rE: u| The: pro construckion of & new
substation [E'ummsh:wn 400 kv sl.brslnl:iun|.' u] The proposed corstruction of bao {2| 400 kY pnw:ri\s to conmect the proposed new subskation o the planned Pembroks
— Posaidion 400 k% Fowerline, wihich is situated uuprn.uirmtr!- 40 km to the north of the town off Makhanids; c:| The propased corstruction of assocabed accass roads.

ALTERNATIVES FROPOSED: Based on desktop um:mﬁww attermative: sites which could uul::n‘l:'am!I b= femsible for the onstruction of the new substation hiree bean
selecked 'I'Drﬂrthﬂ'l'mul:iﬁtim |:I|.rinE thes Envircoimantal Sm::nini Assescmenk. In sddition, four akemstive cormidors with the pnt:miul to scoommodste the bwo {2]
proposed 400 kY poweriines have besn determined for further imvestigation curing the Environmental Screening Assessment.

AFFLICABLE LEGISLATION: The main pisces of legisiation being considened for this project inciude:

® The Envircrmental Impact Assessment [El.lu| 5 o, 2014, a5 m a5 promuigeted in tarmis of Section 14[5| mnd Saction 44 of the Nationsl Environimentsl
Management Act [NEMA), Act 107 of 1998,

®  Gowemment Motice [EN| 113 of 16 February 2048: Motice of idertificstion in terms of section 24[5] [ujand{bj of the Mational Ei'nimmzmaIMunuﬂemurt Act, 1938 of
‘the procesiune to be followed in applying for environmenital authorisation for large scale electricty transmission and distribution development activities identified in terms
of saction 24 12| [a] of the Maticral Environments| Management Act, 1558 when ncn:l.lrr'l15 in Ernsmmicnl mreasof Sl:m'ltﬁil: imporiancs.

= Govemment Notice No. 2313 of 27 July 2022: Stendard for the Development and Expansion of Fower Lines and Substations within identified Geographical Aress.

= Govemment Notice 6204 of 15 May 2023: Consuation on the Intention to Aopt a Substetion Exdusion Morm and to Excude the Development and Expansion of
Tramsmiszion and Distrition Substations from the requirement to Obtsin Environmental Authorizsation.

ENVIROMMENTAL SCREENING PRIOSCESS: The Environimantsl Su'::nins Frocess considers the binphlrsiml. soCig-aconomiic, townism, and culbursl svdronmients, amaongst others,
ot the s:muirﬁlw:l,inde‘lnrrrim the most autable substabon site and powerline commidor for detailed assessments and future emircnmentsl authorisation purposes. The
Envirommentsl Soreening Process inwvoles the foliowing phases:

1. I:Ieter'n'm'ma suitable aftermative sitas and cormidiors, ak the gesitop lewel, for the put:nl:ial estanlishment of the substation and sssocatad powsrlines.

2. |dentification of all lsndowners situsted within the ne‘bermiwdmﬂyur:u,wmﬂimﬁmarm: parties dil mepfnnuszu pru]ect

3. Announcement of the propased project to the general pubilic and relevant commentary authorities, and the distribubon of project informeation and meps.

4 Undeft!l!f an initial SD-WII public consultation process ﬂ.ll'lrﬁ which the E‘Enﬂ'ﬂl Fublh'., stakehoiders, affected landowners, stc., will have the uppm'h.nrt'r'tu abtein
mrone informetion ghmrtme Pmliu:t..tu Dinore e inpu: into the aiEnment of the akemative proposed sites mnd coeridors, and o pmrine irgut into the salection process
of & prefesTed comidor and site.

3. Undertalking various specalist investigations to determine fatal flews and no-go areas within the proposed aitemative comidors and sites.

6. D:hmpilminn of an Envircoimental S:rben'rE Report wihich will take the cutcome of the public ard uu‘ﬂuri‘bll consultation process, ss wel as the ﬁnninﬁ: and
recommendations of the varicus spe:iulist reports, b consideration.

7. Fuilic and commentary sutharity review of the Draft Evsironmental Screening Report [30-gay review period).

B. D:hmpilminn iof the Final Erveironmental S:men'mﬁ Repaort, h:l.nins details on the preferred ste and comidor selected.

9. Submission of the Final Emrmm:ntulsu-::mns Report to the NTCSA.

10. This will condude the Emvironmental Soeening Assessment Process.

BECOMRIBG INVOILVED AMD MEETIMNG WITH THE PROJECT TEAM: To receive detailed information on the umjact.. such as pmj:l:t maps, affected oropertias, eto, lc'ndl-f' please
r:g'st:ras o Inberestad and Affect=d Pw{lw]m’-ﬂ\ﬂt ¥5 Afriks [Fty] Ltd Pﬂ:jl:'.'t manager. A1 queriei, CONCErTS OF COmmernts r:pﬂinﬁ e prujeu must also be suomitied
to thee )5 Afrika {Pt'fj Ltd pmliu:t manager. Should you wish to mizat with the pruje:t tamm, lcindr!- plense also contact the JG Afriks {Pt'fj Ltd u'uloact manageEr in ordar to set wp
B virtusl meeting.

The deadline for registration of an Interested and Affected Party, and izsion of written o ication to the JG Afrika [Pty) Lid project mansger is 30 Dotober 2025,

REVIEW OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 5CREEMING REFORT: The Draft Environmenial Soreening Report will be avsilable for pubiic reviews and comment for a 30-day puibiic
review pericd from 29 September 2023 — 25 Octoder 2023, All Inkerested and Affected Farties [18APs), 25 well a5 all ward counciliors and key stakeholders, etc, will be
informed of the u:m'luhili‘hll_u‘run re| for review. The report will be available for review on the IG Afriks [Pty Lic website as well HI\I'H"HDGHIMFIBCEF sP-bcrﬁzrl by the
Iocal ward coundllor. Detsik the venues where the hard copy report can be viewed will be shared with 18.APs, local wand coundiliors, community growps, and
aftfistions, etc.

G AFRIKA |[FTY] LTD CONTACT PERSOMS:

Brolegt Mansges:

BAF S i vk dist blides

Pr. Sel, Mot 115889

Tal: 011 331 2200

E- il e irn i Pt i gl il coom

® €skom

Madonal Transmission
Company South Africa ™

=/)JG AFRIKA

- [WPERICMCE GUALITY IRTESRTY




